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PLEASE BE PART OF IT!
What is “City of Sanctuary”?

· A national movement of local people and groups working together to make their cities a place of welcome and safety for people seeking sanctuary from war and persecution.
Nottingham – Proud to be a place of safety

· Nottingham has offered a welcome to people whose lives were in danger in their own countries for many years.
· Many have lost their homes and families but have brought new skills, music, food and hard work to build our city. 

Why City of Sanctuary in Nottingham?

· We want to celebrate the contribution of the many people who have come here for safety.
· Many feel isolated or are in great need or fear.
· We want to spread a culture of hospitality and support throughout the whole of Nottingham.

You can be part of this through a simple pledge – see back page. 
“Nottingham City of Sanctuary” is a network of community, voluntary, faith and other organisations.  See cityofsanctuary.org for more national and local information. Please send a resolution of support to: Coordinator@nottingham.cityofsanctuary.org or to 10 Lime Grove Avenue, Beeston, NG9 4AR
Nottingham City of Sanctuary pledge form ver2.doc
Your Resolution of Support
The First Step
The first step in your support for City of Sanctuary is to pass a resolution of support and to send it to the City of Sanctuary Group. We have suggested a form of words below. Do feel free to vary this.  It will be very helpful to us if you agree that we can include your organisation on our website listing Supporting Organisations.
	Resolution from …………………………………………..
We support the initiative to make Nottingham into a recognised ‘City of Sanctuary’, welcoming those fleeing violence and persecution in their own countries. 

We recognise the contribution of refugees and people seeking sanctuary to the City of Nottingham. We are committed to taking practical steps to welcome and include them in our activities and are actively seeking ways of supporting them wherever we can. 

We are willing for our organisation’s name to be added to a list of supporters of City of Sanctuary. We are also willing to be contacted by the Nottingham City of Sanctuary group with further ideas for how we can turn this pledge into practical action.

Signed ………………………………Date ……………....

Position in organisation: ……………………….……………….…………………….

Resolved at a meeting of ………………………………..
Contact details ……………………………………………
……………………………………….……………..……….


How could your community welcome people seeking sanctuary?

Step One - Pass a resolution of support for Nottingham City of Sanctuary
· We are aiming for over 100 resolutions by March 2012.
Step Two – Plan how you can turn your resolution into practical action.

· Just one or two simple actions or changes could make a real difference.

	Some ideas to help you start thinking
	Already doing
	Plan to do

	Display a “We welcome refugees and asylum seekers” sign outside of your building. Contact us for copies
	
	

	Provide appropriate services/activities to include those seeking sanctuary

· Form groups to discuss how to make your services more “asylum seeker friendly”
	
	

	Raise awareness

· Invite a refugee or asylum seeker to come to speak to your organisation about their experiences (contact us for help with this)

· Publicise City of Sanctuary, Refugee Week and other refugee events within your organisation 
	
	

	Offer volunteering or work placements

· Organisations may offer voluntary placements to refugees and asylum seekers 
	
	

	Offer office space to refugee or asylum community groups as meeting space
	
	

	Fundraise for a refugee charity like Nottingham and Nottinghamshire Refugee Forum’s destitution fund. Encourage your members to take out standing orders
	
	

	· Network with other organisations to make Nottingham a more inclusive place for those seeking sanctuary (see our website for a list of other supporters)

· Send us a brief statement about your organisation to be included in a directory of organisations which welcome asylum seekers and refugees
	
	

	Other ideas…

· If you have any other ideas for how to make Nottingham a more welcoming place for those seeking sanctuary please share your ideas with us
	
	


Send your ideas and your Support Resolution to: coordinator@nottingham.cityofsanctuary.org, or

10 Lime Grove Avenue, Beeston, NG9 4AR
