Bradford City of Sanctuary

Sanctuary in Schools / Schools of Sanctuary

Fiction – and other books - about asylum seekers and refugees  (Revised 6 October 2014)

Introduction
This list is very much a work in progress.  Please feel free to send amendments or additions to schools@bradford.cityofsanctuary.org.   Deciding on the age range of books for children can be a tricky business.  The possible age range / Key Stage is given in [   ] after the publication details, when it is known from personal experience or indicated by publishers.
Many of these books were recommended during an extensive City of Sanctuary e-mail exchange in Spring 2014.  The list was originally compiled by Wyon Stansfeld.
Primary

	Author
	Title
	Publisher / Date

[Age Range]
	Comments
	Pages

	Michael BOND
	A bear called Paddington
	Harper Collins Children's Book, 2014 (new edition)
	The original story of Paddington, the classic bear from Darkest Peru.  The Browns first meet Paddington on a railway station – Paddington, of course.  He has travelled all the way from Peru with only a jar of marmalade, a suitcase and his hat.
	160

	Yangsook CHOI
	The name jar
	Dragonfly Books, 2003

[KS2]
	When Unhei, a young Korean girl, moves to America with her family, she wonders if she should choose a new name.
	40

	Sheila COHEN 
	Mai Ya's long journey
	Wisconsin Historical Society Press, 2005 

[KS2]
	The story of Mai Ya Xiong and her family and their journey from the Ban Vinai refugee camp in Thailand to a new life in Madison, Wisconsin. 
	96

	Zlata FILIPOVIC
	Zlata's diary:  a child's life in wartime Sarajevo
	Penguin Books, 2006

[KS2]
	The diary begins as the daily record of the life of a typical eleven-year-old girl but, as war engulfs Sarajevo, Zlata Filipovic becomes a witness to food shortages and the deaths of friends and learns to wait out bombardments in a neighbour’s cellar. 
	240

	Sarah GARLAND
	Azzi in between
	Frances Lincoln, 2013

[KS1]
	A picture book.  Azzi and her parents are in danger. They have to leave their home and escape to another country.  In the new country they must learn to speak a new language, find a new home and Azzi must start a new school. 
	40

	Mary HOFFMAN
	The colour of home
	Frances Lincoln, 2003

[KS1]
	Hassan's first day at an English school after his family flee war in Somalia.  It describes his sadness and how the school makes him feel welcome and settled.
	32

	David McKEE
	Elmer and the stranger
	Andersen, 2009

[KS1]
	Is there a difference between a bounce and a jump? Kangaroo is very concerned that he is going to look silly in the jumping competition, until Elmer helps him discover that one will do just as well as the other. 
	36

	Ben MORLEY 
	The silence seeker
	Tamarind, 2009

[KS1]
	The story of Joe and his quest to find a quiet place for his new neighbour, who, his mum tells him, is an asylum seeker but Joe misunderstands. 
	32

	Anthony ROBINSON
	Hamzat's journey

(A refugee diary)
	Frances Lincoln, 2010

[KS2 / KS3]
	Hamzat loses his leg in a landmine accident at the age of 8 and then travels to the UK, where he becomes a refugee.
	32

	
	Mohammed's journey

(A refugee diary)
	Frances Lincoln, 2011

[KS2 / KS3]
	Mohammed was born in Kirkuk.  This is the story of  his dangerous journey from the Kurdish part of Iraq to England.
	32

	
	Gervelie's journey
	Frances Lincoln, 2010

[KS2 / KS3]
	The family flees from Congo to the Ivory Coast, and then to Ghana, across Europe, and finally to England. 
	32

	Sybella WILKES
	One day we had to run


	Millbrook Press, 1995

[KS2, 9 years upwards]
	In an anthology of words and drawings compiled by a United Nations relief worker, refugee children from Somalia, the Sudan, and Ethiopia share their feelings about their loss of their homes and their families. 
	64

	Jeanette WINTER
	The librarian of Basra
	HMH Books for Young Readers, 2005

[KS1]
	Alia Muhammad Baker is a librarian in Basra, Iraq. For fourteen years, her library has been a meeting place for those who love books. Now war has come, and Alia fears that the library will be destroyed forever. 
	32


Top Primary / Secondary
	Author
	Title
	Publisher / Date
	Comments
	Pages

	Bernard ASHLEY
	Little soldier
	Orchard Books, 1999

[KS3]
	Kaninda survives a brutal attack on his village in East Africa and joins the rebel army.  Aid workers take him to London, where he finds clan and tribal conflicts everywhere.
	256

	Frank Cottrell BOYCE 
	The un-forgotten coat
	Walker Books, 2011

[KS3]
	Two refugee brothers from Mongolia are determined to fit in with their Liverpool schoolmates.
	112

	Nadja

HALILBEGOVICH 
	My childhood under fire:  a Sarajevo diary
	Kids Can Press, 2008

[KS3]
	A Bosnian War diary, written when Nadja was aged 12 to 16, which documents the war and Siege of Sarajevo from 1992-1995 
	120

	Alwyn JONES
	Walk in my shoes
	Penguin Global, 2005

[KS3]
	After a perilous and terrifying journey from war-torn Afghanistan, Gulnessa and her family find themselves in Australia, a place they know nothing about. They are exhausted and traumatised but so full of hope but they soon discover that their struggle isn't over yet. 
	252

	Christobel MATTINGLEY
	No gun for Asmir
	Penguin Australia, 1993

[KS3]
	The journey of a Bosnian family, including Asmir aged 7, which is first airlifted to Belgrade and later journeys to Vienna. The family's ordeal is touchingly told from a child's perspective. 
	129

	Michael MORPURGO
	Shadow
	Square Fish, 2014

[KS3]
	A western dog appears outside the caves in Afghanistan where Aman lives with his mother. When Aman and his mother finally decide to make a bid for freedom, the dog now called Shadow will not leave their side. Soon it becomes clear: the destinies of boy and dog are linked, and always will be… 
	288

	Beverley NAIDOO 
	The other side of truth
	Puffin, 2000

[KS3]
	A fast and vivid account of a family's flight from threat and murder in Nigeria, seem through the eyes of 12 year old Sade and her 12 year old bother, Femi.
	240

	Marjane SATRAPI
	Persepolis
	Jonathan Cape, 2005

[KS3]
	A graphic novel, which depicts the author's childhood and early adult life in Iran before and after the 1979 Iranian revolution.
	160

	Shaun TAN
	The arrival
	Arthur A Levine  Books, 2007

[KS3, age 12 upwards]
	A shockingly imaginative graphic novel that captures the sense of adventure and wonder that surrounds a new arrival on the shores of a shining new city. 
	128

	Benjamin ZEPHANIAH 
	Refugee boy
	Bloomsbury, 2001

[KS3]
	A book for young adults about Alem Kelo, a 14-year-old refugee from Ethiopia and Eritrea., who is left on his own in London, in the care of social services. 
	304


Senior students / Adults
	Author
	Title
	Publisher / Date
	Comments
	Pages

	
	Are you happy with that (Refugees writing in Wales)
	Hafan Books, 2013
	Poetry, stories and essays written in Wales by asylum seekers and refugees, from 30 countries, from Afghanistan to Zimbabwe.
	201

	Leila ABOULELA
	Minaret
	Bloomsbury, 2005
	A young Muslim woman, once privileged and secular in her native land and now impoverished, working as a maid in London, gradually embraces her orthodox faith. 
	288

	Gillian ALLNUT
	The galloping stone
	New Writing North, 2010
	The Galloping Stone features writing from clients, staff and volunteers at The Medical Foundation for the Care of the Victims of Torture, and from poet in residence Gillian Allnutt.   
	70

	Ishmail BEAH
	A long way gone: memoirs of a boy soldier
	Sarah Crichton Books, 2008
	Ishmail was picked up by the army at the age of 12.  This book provides a firsthand account of the decade-long civil war in Sierra Leone and the ongoing plight of child soldiers in conflicts worldwide 
	207

	Mahi BINEBINE
	Welcome to paradise
	Tin House Books, 2012
	Seven would-be immigrants, pulled by the dream of a better life, gather one night in Morocco, near the Straight of Gibraltar, to wait for a signal from traffickers that it is time to cross. While they wait, their stories unfold.
	176

	NoViolet BULAWAYO
	We need new names
	Reagan Arthur Books, 2013
	In Zimbabwe Darling is only ten years old, and yet she must navigate a fragile and violent world.  She escapes to be with her aunt in America only to find that her options as an immigrant are perilously few. 
	304

	Karen CAMPBELL
	This is where I am
	Bloomsbury Circus, 2013
	Abdi arrrives in Glasgow from Somalia, with his four year old daughter and is befriended by Deborah.  A novel of loss and guilt, friendship and hope.
	480

	Brian CHIKWAVA
	Harare North
	Jonathan Cape, 2009
	A challenging novel about Zimbabweans from various backgrounds, sometimes in conflict with each other, trying to make a life in London.
	240

	Kate

CLANCHY
	Antigona and me
	Picador, 2009, 
	The story of the relationship between the author and a refugee from Kosova.
	288

	Chris CLEAVE 
	The other hand
	Sceptre, 2009
	A shocking and disturbing story about a Nigerian refugee, appealing for help from a British woman, which is also sharp, witty and humorous.
	400

	Roddy DOYLE
	The deportees 
	Vintage Books, 2008
	Short stories, originally written for Eireann Metro a newspaper started by and aimed at immigrants in Ireland.
	256

	Dave EGGERS 
	What is the what
	Penguin, 2008
	Based on the real life story of Valentino Achak Deng, a Sudanese refugee and member of the Lost Boys of Sudan programme. 
	560

	Abdulrazak GURNAH
	By the sea
	Bloomsbury, 2002
	The story of an asylum seekers from Zanzibar and his meeting, in an English seaside town, with someone from his past.
	256

	Khaled HOSSEINI 
	The kite runner
	Bloomsbury, 2003 
	The story of Amir, a young boy from Kabul, set against a backdrop of tumultuous events. 
	384

	Tahar Ben JELLOUN
	Leaving Tangier
	Penguin, 2009
	A Moroccan brother and sister make new lives for themselves in Spain, finding seduction, betrayal, deception and disillusion. 
	275

	Laila LALAMI
	Hope and other dangerous pursuits
	Mariner Books, 2006
	The book begins as four Moroccans illegally cross the Strait of Gibraltar in an inflatable boat headed for Spain. They all have different reasons for fleeing.
	208

	John LANCHESTER
	Capital
	Faber, 2012
	Not about asylum but contains a very good portrayal of one of the characters who is a Zimbabwean working illegally in London.
	528

	Jennifer LANGER (Editor)
	The silver throat of the moon: writing in exile
	Five Leaves Publications, 2005
	Includes material from writers originating in countries as diverse as Algeria and Zimbabwe, Somalia and Iran, Kurdistan and Afghanistan. Some authors, are now well known internationally for their writing in English, others are revered internationally but fairly new to readers of English. 
	340

	Caroline MOORHEAD 
	Human cargo: a journey among refugees
	Picador, 2006
	Lots of true stories, interviews and moving descriptions that cover many different regions of the world.
	416

	Mende NAZAR and

Damien LEWIS
	Slave: my true story
	Public Affairs, 2005
	Ten years ago, when Mende Nazer was about 12 years old, she was captured in a raid and was sold into slavery in Khartoum,.  She was then sent to work for a relative in London, until finally she managed to escape and tell her story.  She was initially refused asylum. ("Slavery is not persecution") 
	368

	Joseph NDEREYIMANA
	Walk this way: the journey of a Rwandan refugee 
	C.L.R. Neville, 1999
	Biography of Joseph Ndereyimana whio fled the Rwandan genocide of 1994 with his family aged 19. His journey did not stop there - he travelled to Tanzania & then onto Zambai, Malawi, Mozambique before ending up in South Africa & Cape Town. 
	133

	Sophie NICHOLLS
	Refugee


	Salt Publishing, 2011
	These poems explore something that is important to most of us - the idea of who we are, and of who we still are when everything that is dear or familiar to us is stripped away: the idea of home. 
	32

	Ruth PADEL
	The Mara crossing
	Chatto & Windus, 2012
	In ninety richly varied poems and prose interludes, this book weaves science, myth, wild nature and human history, to conjure a world created and sustained by migration. 'We're all from somewhere else.' she begins.
	272

	Caryl PHILLIPS
	A distant shore
	Secker & Warburg, 2003
	Dorothy is a retired schoolteacher who has recently moved to a housing estate in a small village. Solomon is a night-watchman, an immigrant from an unnamed country in Africa. 
	288

	Tony SAINT
	Refusal Shoes
	Serpent's Tail, 2003
	Henry Brinks is an immigration officer at London Airport.  The author, a former immigration officer, has written a first-class thriller and a disturbingly funny expose. 
	224

	Wyon STANSFELD
	Toggle
	CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform, 2013
	Fiction drawing on several true asylum narratives.  Uses a fantasy device to explore issues to do with refugees and asylum seekers, as well as inequality, injustice and empathy.
	368

	WAST (Women Asylum Seekers Together)
	Past present future: WAST women writing
	WAST, 2013
	This is a collection of work written by members of a writing class, held at WAST between 2010 and 2013. 
	

	Behzad YAGHMAIN
	Embracing the infidel
	Delta, 2006
	A true account of Muslim migrants on the modern-day underground railroad that stretches from Istanbul to Paris and their hopes for a better life.  
	356


Non-fiction books
	Author
	Title
	Publisher / Date
	Comments
	Pages

	Bridget ANDERSON
	Us and them? The dangerous politics of immigration control
	OUP Oxford, 2013
	Us and Them? explores the distinction between migrant and citizen through the concept of 'the community of value'. 
	224

	Jenna M. LLOYD, Matt MITCHELSON and Andrew BURRIDGE (Editors) 
	Beyond walls and cages: prisons, borders and global crisis (Geographies of Justice and Social Transformation)
	University of Georgia Press, 2012 
	In 2011 some 1,500 migrants died trying to enter Europe, and the United States deported nearly 400,000.  A scholarly and activist perspective on these issues, which explores how the international community can move towards a more humane future. 
	168

	Robert WINDER
	Bloody foreigners:  the story of immigration to Britain
	Little Brown, 2004
	Britain has always been settled and influenced by foreign people and ideas.  An account of the remarkable migrations that have founded and defined a nation. 
	544


9

