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ANNUAL REVIEW
For the Period from 8.6.11 to 16.5.12

This has been a year of ups and downs, with very significant progress in some areas, but also some disappointments; the latter largely caused by ill health and personal difficulties for some key members of the group. I am pleased to say that we end the year in a stronger position, though aware that changes in personal circumstances will lead two more key people to move on in the coming months. We remain a small group of very committed individuals and I believe that the achievements outlined below are a testimony to their creativity and dedication.

ACTIVITIES

The Sanctuary Tent at Bradford Mela: 12th June

Sanctuary seekers of all ages from around the world joined UK nationals to sing, dance, drum, chat and enjoy free refreshments, irrespective of - or rather celebrating - their differences. Despite the constant rain, the tent attracted 1000 or more visitors during the day. Displays from a number of local organisations informed visitors of some of the amazing support available in Bradford for those seeking sanctuary - and illustrating why Bradford was the only third UK city to be awarded 'City of Sanctuary' status a few months previously. As well as taking our key message to a much wider public than we can usually access, the tent provided a rare relaxed space for sanctuary seekers themselves to meet, mingle, dance and chill.

Refugee Week: 20th – 26th June
Once again we were heavily involved in planning Refugee Week events. The Launch and Finale events were very successful and raised our profile significantly. We had displays at each.
Positive Bradford Day:  28th September

We took an active part in the planning for this amazing event and creating the ‘Refugee Action Zone’ in which we and a number of other local organisations working with and representing sanctuary seekers held displays. As well as refugee performers on the main stage, hot food was served by three cooks from different countries. 
We are already involved in planning for the second Positive Bradford Day on 22nd June 2012.
Schools Work 
· Refugee Voices Drama Project

After the very successful pilot in spring 2011, we planned to continue to work closely with the Zephaniah Trust to take this brilliant project into more local secondary schools. Our involvement was hindered by serious illness affecting our two key volunteers, but nonetheless Zephaniah have managed to take the project to three more schools this year – as well as a performance at their 18th birthday celebration event.
We have now made two funding applications to enable us to employ a part-time sessional worker to continue the development and roll-out of this project (see also below*), whilst Zephaniah are seeking separate funding for the delivery. The good news is that we have recently heard that the first of these applications has been successful. We will continue to work closely with Bradford Action for Refugees and run the drama project alongside their excellent awareness raising and myth-busting work 
· Schools of Sanctuary
The role of the sessional worker above will also include developing the Schools of Sanctuary concept successfully developed in Leeds. We already have local schools showing interest in taking part. 

The two initiatives will provide us with fantastic opportunities for engaging with young people in the city and influencing not just them but indirectly their families and local communities also.

Sanctuary Sunday: 29th April

Following the initiative of the Anglican Bishop of Leeds, with support from Bradford’s new Anglican Bishop and a number of other local churches, 29th April was declared ‘Sanctuary Sunday’. Churches were encouraged to make ‘sanctuary’ the main focus of their worship on that day and, for this, we produced and circulated some helpful and creative resources. It is too early yet to judge the impact of the day, but we have received very positive feedback from several churches. 
We also booked Centenary Square for a time of reflection on the theme of Sanctuary that afternoon, using a yurt kindly loaned by Touchstone. In the event, strong winds and lashing rain caused a last minute change of plans and the event moved to the German Church, led by Revd Chris Howson of Soul Space.
OTHER INITITIATIVES.
· Talks and Displays. Once again we have delivered talks at a number of events, including two seminars at the well-attended Bradford Anglican Diocesan Day. We also ran displays at the brilliant Saltaire Peace Fair and the Rotary Peace Fair at Bradford University.
We were tremendously encouraged that, following a presentation to Bradford Bronte Rotary Club, its members offered to sponsor a two day visit for 15 asylum seekers to the Scargill House centre near Kettlewell. Not only did they raise the full cost, but two of their members accompanied the group on the visit in April. The visit was a huge success and there are plans to make it an annual event.

· Resolutions of Support. To date an amazing 153 local groups, organisations, places of worship and businesses have signed a resolution of support to state that each organisation “…recognizes the contribution of asylum-seekers and refugees to the City of Bradford, and is committed to welcoming and including them in our activities. We welcome Bradford’s award of 'City of Sanctuary' status.“ 
We regularly hear of practical outworkings of these commitments.
· National Involvement
Several of us attended and contributed to the first national City of Sanctuary ‘Away Day’ – actually a 36 hour overnight mini conference held in Huddersfield in early July.  The event was a huge success and provided invaluable direction for the future shape of the movement. The consensus was that the meal brought by the Bradford group was a highlight !
I was heavily involved during the year with the process of separation of the Sheffield and national boards of trustees and the development of a new national board.  This has been successfully completed and the national movement is now considerably strengthened, with a really excellent and representative group of trustees from across the UK.
· We continue to be represented on the multi-agency New Arrivals Operations Group, coordinated by Bradford Council and have been actively contributing to the long-delayed New Arrivals Strategy for the District
· In addition to all the above, we are involved in daily networking, information-sharing and resourcing other organisations and individuals. We see putting people together as one of the key purposes of what we do
FUNDING
We have been encouraged to receive generous donations from Bradford Anglican Diocese, Wellsprings, Bradford City Centre Project and an individual who wishes to remain anonymous. In addition, we are thrilled to have just been awarded a grant from Two28 for the Refugee Voices project (see above).

We have been beneficiaries of two wonderful Benefit Gigs, organised by Helen Kemp, the most recent on 3rd March.

We continue to be very grateful to Touchstone Methodist Centre for invaluable goodwill and support-in-kind.
COMMITTEE
The Committee over the past year has been: 

· Will Sutcliffe – Chair

· Kongosi Mussanzi – Vice Chair

· Joe Batt – Secretary

· Ian McIver – Treasurer

· Helen Kemp

· Apeles Onyango

· Beatrice Botomani

· Christy Bischoff

· Shawna Splawn 
· John Samuel

· Chris Howson

A number of others have regularly attended our monthly meetings and made very significant contributions to our work
Will Sutcliffe

Chair

14th May 2012  
City of Sanctuary Bradford

Accounts for the year ending 31 March 2012

	Incoming Resources
	
	
	
	
	General Fund
	

	
	Grants
	1613.76
	
	
	
	Opening Balance
	279.02

	
	Donations
	432.6
	
	
	
	In
	
	2061.76

	
	Sales
	13.44
	
	
	
	Out
	
	600.51

	
	Interest
	1.96
	
	
	
	BALANCE
	
	1740.27

	Total Incoming Resources
	2061.76
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Resources Expended
	
	
	
	
	Lush
	
	

	
	Travel
	160.2
	
	
	
	Opening Balance
	948

	
	Wages
	2657
	
	
	
	In
	
	0

	
	Stationary
	13.82
	
	
	
	Out
	
	831.2

	
	Postage
	11.35
	
	
	
	BALANCE
	
	116.8

	
	Misc
	15
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Phone
	20
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Charges
	8
	
	
	
	Seed Bed
	
	

	
	Publicity
	10
	
	
	
	Opening Balance
	3154

	
	Insurance
	185.5
	
	
	
	In
	
	0

	
	Accommodation
	80
	
	
	
	Out
	
	2602

	
	Events
	872.84
	
	
	
	BALANCE
	
	552

	Total Resources Expended
	4033.71
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	TOTAL BALANCE
	2409.07


c/o Touchstone, 32 Merton Rd, Bradford, BD7 1RE. 01274 721626
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City of Sanctuary is a national movement to build a culture of hospitality for people seeking sanctuary in the UK. Its goal is to create a network of towns and cities throughout the UK which are proud to be places of safety, and which include people seeking sanctuary fully in the life of their communities. A ‘City of Sanctuary’ is a place where a broad range of local organizations, community groups and faith communities, as well as local government, are publicly committed to welcoming and including people seeking sanctuary.


Locally the campaign aims to challenge the negative stereotypes and sometimes deliberate misrepresentation of the issue of ‘asylum’ in the public domain. To achieve this, we seek to create opportunities for asylum seekers and refugees to be seen and heard within local communities. Our campaign is not just for ‘hearts and minds’ but aims to see asylum seekers and refugees able to participate much more widely in the life of the city, and for recognition of their gifts, abilities and culture.
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