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CHURCHES TOGETHER                                 

WITH REFUGEES IN COVENTRY        

‘I was a stranger …’                    

Many churches now find they are welcoming asylum seekers and refugees over coffee after a service.  Often they have been through severe trauma and it is difficult to know what to talk about.  The following may be obvious but it is specially important NOT to

· ask why they have come here

· talk about their background unless they volunteer first

· mention their family, except members who are actually present (the rest may have died in horrific circumstances)

Refugees themselves and the Coventry Refugee Centre have come up with some suggestions for neutral questions -

· I’m …...  What’s your name?

· Where do you come from? 

· Have you been here long?

· How are you finding England/Coventry?

· Have you made any friends yet?

· Have you been out of Coventry?

· Do you have friends in other parts of the country?

· What sort of job are you hoping to do?

· Are you managing to find the food you are used to?

Food always seems to generate a lot of conversation, as well as festivals and local customs and - of course - the weather!  An invitation to a meal may be appreciated too.

‘Asylum seekers’ are waiting to know whether they can stay in this country.  ‘Refugees’ have been given permission to remain in this country - because of the danger they would face if they went back home.  Both can obtain help from the Coventry Refugee Centre 15 Bishop Street, Coventry CV1 1HU

(on the opposite corner to the Royal Mail Sorting Office)  Tel 024 7622 7254.

Churches Together can be contacted through Tim Brooke  024 76679 126.
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Lord, no one is a stranger to you,
and no one is ever far

from your loving care.

You are the God of all people
and each person and culture
reflects something of you.

In your kindness,

watch over refugees and asylum seekers,
especially those who come to Coventry.
We pray that they may be welcomed

into our city, and into our churches.

Help us as we work together

as Christians from different churches,

to reach our to refugees and asylum seekers,
and to contribute in our churches and schools,
to the building up

of a just, and Christian understanding,

and response to the gift,

that you send us

in the refugees and asylum seekers

who come to our country. Amen







