Schools and youth workshop

Discussion starter: how can schools and young people engage with City of Sanctuary?

It was noted there was a lack of youth representation at the national conference

How to engage young people with the movement, designing events that would be attractive and engaging for young people. The format of the conference, it was suggested, was not designed with young people in mind

Suggestion of either having future gatherings where there would be activities & workshops available to engage young people as well as adults as part of the general conference, or having a separate youth city of sanctuary event

Youth city of sanctuary social network could be set up e.g. facebook group/website which would inform young people of events/activities/campaigns/volunteering opportunities relating to city of sanctuary, refugees and other orgs. It was seen as an informal way of engaging with young people and connecting them with local, regional and national events

Ways of engaging young people could be through sports (e.g. football tournaments), arts, music and social action (e.g. re-decorating an asylum seekers run-down house) through youth groups

The concept of “Schools of Sanctuary” was discussed as schools are a micro community in themselves. Discussion about what schools of sanctuary would look like… perhaps similar to City of Sanctuary model, grassroots –e.g. begin with students (50% of all students sign up to make a pledge for their school to be a place of welcome) which then is passed on to teachers. Head teachers, governors who have to commit to showing a tangible way of expressing welcome in the school.

Ways to gain access into schools to promote welcome were discussed. Awareness raising sessions, particularly through refugees sharing their personal stories was seen as an especially effective method. 

These sessions can be delivered through Citizenship, geography, religious studies, drama, 6th form conferences, assemblies and special International days. Lots of positive stories about how this was effective at changing attitudes, and several people on the day were delivering this activity in various parts of the country. 

Schools of sanctuary could be something schools could do to practically take up after receiving an awareness raising session. It was felt that at present there wasn’t a great deal of follow up with schools afterwards yet students were often keen to want to do something to help.

Schools of sanctuary concept fits in well with the Stephen Lawrence Award which many schools are working towards

Link UK schools up with schools located in countries where refugees are commonly from to share experiences, support, gain greater understanding, fundraise etc…

Promoting refugee teachers participation in schools (particularly those schools with a high number of refugee students) in order for them to gain experience and find employment as teaching assistants or even teachers. Connect Refugees into Teaching with city of sanctuary, and could also be an element as part of schools of sanctuary.

