[image: image1.jpg]CitY OF SancTuary " 'L




C/O Coventry Refugee Centre, 15 Bishop Street, Coventry CV1 1HU
May 2011
To:         All organisations in Coventry                                                

From:    ‘Coventry - City of Sanctuary’ Steering Group                                           

PROUD TO BE A PLACE OF SAFETY
City of Sanctuary is a movement of local people, community groups, businesses, schools, faith communities, GP surgeries and other organizations. They share a common aim to ensure that their city is a welcoming place for people seeking sanctuary from war or persecution, and other vulnerable migrants. 

For many years, especially since 2000 when it became one of the Government’s twelve major dispersal-cities outside the south-east of England, Coventry has offered a home to refugees and asylum seekers whose lives were in danger in their own countries. Many have lost their homes and families, but they have brought new skills, music, food and hard work to contribute to our city. 

Sheffield in 2007 was the first city in Britain to be designated a City of Sanctuary after receiving over 70 letters of support and commitment from local organisations.  More than twenty other cities are now interested in following Sheffield’s example.  In March 2011 Coventry became the fifth city to be designated a City of Sanctuary.
Supporting organisations promise to welcome and include people seeking sanctuary in their activities. By doing this, they help local people and new arrivals to meet and work together to improve their communities.
A ‘Coventry - City of Sanctuary’ steering group was established in September 2008, with a vision to see this culture of welcome and hospitality developed across the city. 

Please send a pledge of support from your organisation, or from yourself as an individual, to ‘Coventry City of Sanctuary’ at the address above.  If you wish, you can use the statement below as a model.  Feel free to add to it and to vary the wording to fit your circumstances.

For further information:

Visit the City of Sanctuary website www.cityofsanctuary.org 

or email us at coventry@cityofsanctuary.org
Model statement of support
……………………………………………………  

[Name of organization] 

declares its support for Coventry as a City of Sanctuary. We are committed to welcoming, and including in our activities, those who seek sanctuary in our city. We also pledge ourselves to identify ways in which we can continue to improve the welcome we offer.
         Signed








Date
Name (in capitals)                                                                             
         

Position held

Contact name                                    Tel no.

Contact address                
Email

………………………………………………………………………………………..

We would like someone to talk to our group about City of Sanctuary    










