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Quiz Sheet

Questions about the global situation for asylum seekers and refugees, answers taken from the UNHCR (the United Nations Refugee Agency) 2008 Global Trends report – published June 2009, and the Home Office Control of Immigration: Statistics United Kingdom 2008 report – published August 2009:

1 How many forcibly displaced people (asylum seekers, refugees, internally displaced or stateless people) were there in the world at the end of 2008? 

· Approx. 54 million (down from 67 million in 2007)

· 26 million internally displaced (same), 15.2 million refugees (down from 16 mln), 12 million stateless, 827,000 asylum seekers with cases pending (up from 0.7 mln))

· 47% of asylum seekers and refugees were female (women and girls) and 44% were children (male and female)

2 How many asylum applications were submitted across the world in 2008?

· 839,000 in 154 countries (up 28+% from 654,000 in 2007)

· Including 16,300 by unaccompanied / separated children in 68 countries

· Europe – 333,000, Africa – 320,200, North & South America – 109,300, Asia – 68,700, Oceania – 7,700

3 How many asylum applications were submitted in the UK in 2008?

· 31,315 (up 11% from 28,300) or 3.7% of the 839,000 total asylum applications, and including 4,285 unaccompanied asylum seeking children (up 18% from 3,645)

Top 3 countries 2008:

South Africa – 207,000, nearly 25% of all applications and inc. 112,000 from Zimbabwe (up nearly 400% from 45,600 in 2007)

USA – 49,600 (down from 50,700)

France – 35,400 (up 20% from 29,400)

4 Which countries produced the highest numbers of asylum seekers in 2008?

· Zimbabwe – 118,000 (up from 20,700) mainly in South Africa

· Eritrea – 62,700 (up from 36,000) mainly in Sudan and Ethiopia

· Somalia – 51,900 (up from 46,100) mainly in Ethiopia and South Africa

· Iraq – 43,900 (down from 52,000) mainly in Turkey, Germany and Sweden

· Democratic Republic of Congo – 32,700, mainly in South Africa and Uganda

UK

· Zimbabwe – 4,475

· Afghanistan – 3,725

· Iran – 2,595

· Eritrea – 2,335

· Pakistan – 2,075

· Iraq – 2,040

· Sri Lanka – 1,865

· China – 1,615

· Somalia – 1,575

· Nigeria – 1,070

5 Where do the rest of the asylum seekers, refugees, internally displaced or stateless people go?

· More than 75% seek asylum in a neighbouring country or the immediate region

· 80% of asylum seekers and refugees reside in developing countries

(Taken from 2007 Global Trends - ‘a person is a refugee from the moment he or she fulfils the criteria set out in the refugee definition. The formal recognition, for instance through individual refugee status determination, does not establish refugee status, but confirms it’.)

