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The Other Hand tells the story of two women, Little Bee and Sarah, who meet for the first time when Sarah and her husband Andrew are on holiday.  Their initial encounter is on a beach in Nigeria, when Little Bee and her sister and being hotly pursued by soldiers who are intent on killing them.   For Little Bee, her sister, Sarah and Andrew, this encounter is life changing.  
The novel begins at a fictional (though typical) Refugee Detention Centre in the UK, and then alternates between Bee’s and Sarah’s narratives, sometimes the action is in Nigeria, sometimes the UK.  Chris Cleave’s two female narrators tell their story chapter by chapter, so the reader can piece together the two stories.  It is sometimes difficult to follow, but nevertheless well worth taking time with. 
I found this to be an impressive novel and a great read.  It does take time to get into with a slowish start, but the pace soon speeds up and by the final chapters it was really exciting.  This is the sort of novel where the reader is drawn in and becomes involved with the characters.    
On the first reading I found it quite difficult to understand some elements of the story, but on a second read was I able to make sense of the two narratives and pick up on the subtle nuances of the text.  I would recommend this novel as a thought provoking and interesting book.  After reading about a fictional asylum seeker and her situation, it makes the reader think about the situation of the real life asylum seekers and all that they have suffered in their country of origin and in the various Detention Centres worldwide.
There are some quotes that I particularly liked:
One from Little Bee

“A scar is never ugly – we must all see scars as beauty.  A scar means “I survived”

and 

“If your face is swollen from the severe beatings of life, smile and pretend to be a fat man”  A Nigerian Proverb

If you enjoy this you may like to try Incendiary also by Chris Cleave

And there is a web site you can visit: www.chriscleave.com 

